Forbes / Sealing Power / 1

What is the Sealing Power?
The LDS Guide to the Scriptures defines the Sealing Power as: “To make valid in heaven the
ordinances performed by priesthood authority on earth. Ordinances are sealed when they receive
the approval of the Holy Spirit of Promise, which is the Holy Ghost.”1
The Guide to the Scriptures goes on to offer the following scriptures:

Whatsoever Thou shalt Bind on Earth shall be Bound in Heaven
Christ to His Apostles

17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it
unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the
church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man
Matthew 16:13-19 . . . 13 When Jesus came
into the coasts of Cæsarea Philippi, he asked his and a publican. 18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth
Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some say
that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say unto
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be
done for them of my Father which is in heaven.
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art
20 For where two or three are gathered togeththe Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And
er in my name, there am I in the midst of them.
Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath
Christ Establishing Priesthood Offices
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which
in Modern Times
is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail Doctrine and Covenants 124:91-96 . . . 91
against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the keys And again, verily I say unto you, let my servant
of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou William be appointed, ordained, and anointed,
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven:
as counselor unto my servant Joseph, in the
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall room of my servant Hyrum, that my servant
be loosed in heaven.
Hyrum may take the office of Priesthood and
Patriarch, which was appointed unto him by his
Matthew 18:15-20 . . . 15 Moreover if thy
father, by blessing and also by right; 92 That
brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell
him his fault between thee and him alone: if he from henceforth he shall hold the keys of the
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 patriarchal blessings upon the heads of all my
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee people, 93 That whoever he blesses shall be
blessed, and whoever he curses shall be cursed;
one or two more, that in the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word may be established. that whatsoever he shall bind on earth shall be
1 Guide to the Scriptures (Salt Lake City: LDS Church, copyright 2013 Intellectual Reserve INC)
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bound in heaven; and whatsoever he shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 94 And from
this time forth I appoint unto him that he may
be a prophet, and a seer, and a revelator unto
my church, as well as my servant Joseph; 95
That he may act in concert also with my servant
Joseph; and that he shall receive counsel from
my servant Joseph, who shall show unto him the
keys whereby he may ask and receive, and be
crowned with the same blessing, and glory, and
honor, and priesthood, and gifts of the priesthood, that once were put upon him that was my
servant Oliver Cowdery; 96 That my servant
Hyrum may bear record of the things which I
shall show unto him, that his name may be had
in honorable remembrance from generation to
generation, forever and ever.
Given to Joseph Smith
Doctrine and Covenants 132:45-49 . . . 45
For I have conferred upon you the keys and
power of the priesthood, wherein I restore all
things, and make known unto you all things in

due time. 46 And verily, verily, I say unto you,
that whatsoever you seal on earth shall be
sealed in heaven; and whatsoever you bind on
earth, in my name and by my word, saith the
Lord, it shall be eternally bound in the heavens;
and whosesoever sins you remit on earth shall
be remitted eternally in the heavens; and whosesoever sins you retain on earth shall be retained
in heaven. 47 And again, verily I say, whomsoever you bless I will bless, and whomsoever you
curse I will curse, saith the Lord; for I, the
Lord, am thy God. 48 And again, verily I say
unto you, my servant Joseph, that whatsoever
you give on earth, and to whomsoever you give
any one on earth, by my word and according to
my law, it shall be visited with blessings and not
cursings, and with my power, saith the Lord,
and shall be without condemnation on earth and
in heaven. 49 For I am the Lord thy God, and
will be with thee even unto the end of the
world, and through all eternity; for verily I seal
upon you your exaltation, and prepare a throne
for you in the kingdom of my Father, with Abraham your father.

Whatsoever Ye shall Seal on Earth Shall be Sealed in Heaven
Helaman 10:3-12 . . . 3 And it came to pass as
he was thus pondering—being much cast down
because of the wickedness of the people . . . it
came to pass as he was thus pondering in his
heart, behold, a voice came unto him saying: 4
Blessed art thou, Nephi, for those things which
thou hast done; for I have beheld how thou hast
with unwearyingness declared the word, which I
have given unto thee, unto this people. And
thou hast not feared them, and hast not sought
thine own life, but hast sought my will, and to
keep my commandments. 5 And now, because
thou hast done this with such unwearyingness,
behold, I will bless thee forever; and I will make

thee mighty in word and in deed, in faith and in
works; yea, even that all things shall be done
unto thee according to thy word, for thou shalt
not ask that which is contrary to my will. 6 Behold, thou art Nephi, and I am God. Behold, I
declare it unto thee in the presence of mine angels, that ye shall have power over this people,
and shall smite the earth with famine, and with
pestilence, and destruction, according to the
wickedness of this people. 7 Behold, I give unto
you power, that whatsoever ye shall seal on
earth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatsoever
ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven;
and thus shall ye have power among this people.
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8 And thus, if ye shall say unto this temple it
shall be rent in twain, it shall be done. 9 And if
ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou cast
down and become smooth, it shall be done. 10
And behold, if ye shall say that God shall smite
this people, it shall come to pass. 11 And now
behold, I command you, that ye shall go and declare unto this people, that thus saith the Lord
God, who is the Almighty: Except ye repent ye

shall be smitten, even unto destruction.
12 And behold, now it came to pass that
when the Lord had spoken these words unto
Nephi, he did stop and did not go unto his own
house, but did return unto the multitudes who
were scattered about upon the face of the land,
and began to declare unto them the word of the
Lord which had been spoken unto him, concerning their destruction if they did not repent.

Power Given to Seal Both on Earth and in Heaven
Doctrine and Covenants 1:1–13 . . . 1
Hearken, O ye people of my church, saith the
voice of him who dwells on high, and whose
eyes are upon all men; yea, verily I say: Hearken
ye people from afar; and ye that are upon the islands of the sea, listen together. 2 For verily the
voice of the Lord is unto all men, and there is
none to escape; and there is no eye that shall
not see, neither ear that shall not hear, neither
heart that shall not be penetrated. 3 And the rebellious shall be pierced with much sorrow; for
their iniquities shall be spoken upon the housetops, and their secret acts shall be revealed. 4
And the voice of warning shall be unto all
people, by the mouths of my disciples, whom I
have chosen in these last days. 5 And they shall
go forth and none shall stay them, for I the Lord
have commanded them. 6 Behold, this is mine
authority, and the authority of my servants, and
my preface unto the book of my commandments, which I have given them to publish unto

you, O inhabitants of the earth. 7 Wherefore,
fear and tremble, O ye people, for what I the
Lord have decreed in them shall be fulfilled. 8
And verily I say unto you, that they who go
forth, bearing these tidings unto the inhabitants
of the earth, to them is power given to seal both
on earth and in heaven, the unbelieving and rebellious; 9 Yea, verily, to seal them up unto the
day when the wrath of God shall be poured out
upon the wicked without measure— 10 Unto
the day when the Lord shall come to recompense unto every man according to his work,
and measure to every man according to the
measure which he has measured to his fellow
man. 11 Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto
the ends of the earth, that all that will hear may
hear: 12 Prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is
to come, for the Lord is nigh; 13 And the anger
of the Lord is kindled, and his sword is bathed
in heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants
of the earth.

Elijah Commits the Keys of the Sealing Power to Joseph Smith
1 Kings 17-18 shows that the prophet Elijah
had this sealing power when he sealed the
heavens shut for three years – for three years
there was no rain.
Elijah gives these keys to Joseph Smith in the

Kirtland Temple: Doctrine and Covenants
110:13–16 . . . 13 After this vision had closed,
another great and glorious vision burst upon us;
for Elijah the prophet, who was taken to heaven
without tasting death, stood before us, and said:
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14 Behold, the time has fully come, which was
spoken of by the mouth of Malachi—testifying
that he [Elijah] should be sent, before the great
and dreadful day of the Lord come— 15 To
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and
the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth

be smitten with a curse— 16 Therefore, the
keys of this dispensation are committed into
your hands; and by this ye may know that the
great and dreadful day of the Lord is near, even
at the doors.

Sealing and Binding Power In Performing Ordinances for the Dead
Doctrine and Covenants 128:13–14 . . . Consequently, the baptismal font was instituted as a
similitude of the grave, and was commanded to
be in a place underneath where the living are
wont to assemble, to show forth the living and
the dead, and that all things may have their likeness, and that they may accord one with another
—that which is earthly conforming to that
which is heavenly, as Paul hath declared, *1
Corinthians 15:46, 47, and 48: Howbeit that
was not first which is spiritual, but that which

is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy; the
second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the
earthy, such are they also that are earthy; and
as is the heavenly, such are they also that are
heavenly. And as are the records on the earth in
relation to your dead, which are truly made out,
so also are the records in heaven. This, therefore, is the sealing and binding power, and, in
one sense of the word, the keys of the kingdom,
which consist in the key of knowledge.

Ye were Sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise
Ephesians 1:10–14 . . . 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are
in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the
counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be

to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in
Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14
Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of his glory.

The More Sure Word of Prophecy
Doctrine and Covenants 131:5 . . . (May 17th, 1843.) The more sure word of prophecy means a
man’s knowing that he is sealed up unto eternal life, by revelation and the spirit of prophecy,
through the power of the Holy Priesthood.
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Those Who Obtain a Celestial Glory
are Sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise
Doctrine and Covenants 76:50–70 . . . 50 And
again we bear record—for we saw and heard,
and this is the testimony of the gospel of Christ
concerning them who shall come forth in the resurrection of the just— 51 They are they who
received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on
his name and were baptized after the manner of
his burial, being buried in the water in his name,
and this according to the commandment which
he has given— 52 That by keeping the commandments they might be washed and cleansed
from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit
by the laying on of the hands of him who is ordained and sealed unto this power; 53 And who
overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy
Spirit of promise, which the Father sheds forth
upon all those who are just and true. 54 They
are they who are the church of the Firstborn. 55
They are they into whose hands the Father has
given all things— 56 They are they who are
priests and kings, who have received of his fulness, and of his glory; 57 And are priests of the
Most High, after the order of Melchizedek,
which was after the order of Enoch, which was
after the order of the Only Begotten Son. 58
Wherefore, as it is written, they are gods, even
the sons of God— 59 Wherefore, all things are
theirs, whether life or death, or things present,

or things to come, all are theirs and they are
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. 60 And they shall
overcome all things. 61 Wherefore, let no man
glory in man, but rather let him glory in God,
who shall subdue all enemies under his feet. 62
These shall dwell in the presence of God and his
Christ forever and ever. 63 These are they
whom he shall bring with him, when he shall
come in the clouds of heaven to reign on the
earth over his people. 64 These are they who
shall have part in the first resurrection. 65 These
are they who shall come forth in the resurrection of the just. 66 These are they who are come
unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living
God, the heavenly place, the holiest of all. 67
These are they who have come to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly
and church of Enoch, and of the Firstborn. 68
These are they whose names are written in
heaven, where God and Christ are the judge of
all. 69 These are they who are just men made
perfect through Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant, who wrought out this perfect atonement through the shedding of his own blood. 70
These are they whose bodies are celestial,
whose glory is that of the sun, even the glory of
God, the highest of all, whose glory the sun of
the firmament is written of as being typical.

All Covenants not Sealed (Ratified) by the Holy Spirit of Promise
(the Holy Ghost ratifying that you faithfully lived said covenant)
End When Men are Dead
Doctrine and Covenants 132:5–8 . . . 5 For all and the conditions thereof, as were instituted
who will have a blessing at my hands shall abide from before the foundation of the world. 6 And
the law which was appointed for that blessing, as pertaining to the new and everlasting covenant, it was instituted for the fulness of my glory;
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and he that receiveth a fulness thereof must and
shall abide the law, or he shall be damned, saith
the Lord God. 7 And verily I say unto you, that
the conditions of this law are these: All covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows,
performances, connections, associations, or expectations, that are not made and entered into
and sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, of him
who is anointed, both as well for time and for
all eternity, and that too most holy, by revelation
and commandment through the medium of mine
anointed, whom I have appointed on the earth

to hold this power (and I have appointed unto
my servant Joseph to hold this power in the last
days, and there is never but one on the earth at
a time on whom this power and the keys of this
priesthood are conferred), are of no efficacy,
virtue, or force in and after the resurrection
from the dead; for all contracts that are not
made unto this end have an end when men are
dead. 8 Behold, mine house is a house of order,
saith the Lord God, and not a house of confusion.

The Great Work to be Done in Temples Includes
the Sealing of Children to Their Parents
Joseph F. Smith's vision of the ministry in the
Spirit World included seeing prophets who
ministered there: Doctrine and Covenants
138:47–48 . . . 47 The Prophet Elijah was to
plant in the hearts of the children the promises
made to their fathers, 48 Foreshadowing the
great work to be done in the temples of the
Lord in the dispensation of the fulness of times,
for the redemption of the dead, and the sealing
of the children to their parents, lest the whole
earth be smitten with a curse and utterly wasted
at his coming.
Malachi 4:5-6 . . . 5 Behold, I will send you
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the

great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6 And he
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest
I come and smite the earth with a curse.
As Moroni quoted this same scripture to Joseph
Smith: Doctrine and Covenants 2:1–3 . . . 1
Behold, I will reveal unto you the Priesthood,
by the hand of Elijah the prophet, before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the
Lord. 2 And he shall plant in the hearts of the
children the promises made to the fathers, and
the hearts of the children shall turn to their
fathers. 3 If it were not so, the whole earth
would be utterly wasted at his coming.
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