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Malachi and the Hearts of the Fathers and the Children
Bruce T. Forbes, 2014
Malachi's passage about the hearts of the fathers and the hearts of the children appears three times in
Latter-day Saint scriptures:
From the Prophet Malachi
(Malachi 4:5–6):
Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the
LORD: And he shall turn the heart
of the fathers to the children, and
the heart of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and smite the
earth with a curse.

Christ Correcting the Nephite
records
(3 Nephi 25:5–6):
Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the
Lord; And he shall turn the heart
of the fathers to the children, and
the heart of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and smite the
earth with a curse.

Moroni to Joseph Smith
(Joseph Smith—H 1:38–39;
Doctrine & Covenants 2:1-3):
And again, he quoted the fifth
verse thus: Behold, I will reveal
unto you the Priesthood, by the
hand of Elijah the prophet, before
the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord.
He also quoted the next verse
differently: And he shall plant in
the hearts of the children the
promises made to the fathers, and
the hearts of the children shall
turn to their fathers. If it were not
so, the whole earth would be
utterly wasted at his coming.

On April 3, 1836, a Sunday following the dedication of the Kirtland temple and during the seven days of
the Passover celebration, several heavenly messengers appeared to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery.
Among them:
After this vision had closed, another great and glorious vision burst upon us; for Elijah the
prophet, who was taken to heaven without tasting death, stood before us, and said:
Behold, the time has fully come, which was spoken of by the mouth of Malachi—testifying
that he [Elijah] should be sent, before the great and dreadful day of the Lord come—To
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers, lest the whole
earth be smitten with a curse— Therefore, the keys of this dispensation are committed into
your hands; and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is near,
even at the doors. (Doctrine and Covenants 110:13–16)
In 1842, Joseph Smith sent an epistle to the Church, stressing the need for temple ordinances and
covenants for both the living and the departed in welding or sealing the eternal link of family bonds:
And now, in relation to the baptism for the dead, I will give you another quotation
of Paul, 1 Corinthians 15:29: Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if
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the dead rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for the dead?
And again, in connection with this quotation I will give you a quotation from one
of the prophets, who had his eye fixed on the restoration of the priesthood, the glories to
be revealed in the last days, and in an especial manner this most glorious of all subjects
belonging to the everlasting gospel, namely, the baptism for the dead; for Malachi says,
last chapter, verses 5th and 6th: Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and
smite the earth with a curse.
I might have rendered a plainer translation to this, but it is sufficiently plain to suit
my purpose as it stands. It is sufficient to know, in this case, that the earth will be smitten
with a curse unless there is a welding link of some kind or other between the fathers and
the children, upon some subject or other—and behold what is that subject? It is the
baptism for the dead. For we without them cannot be made perfect; neither can they
without us be made perfect. Neither can they nor we be made perfect without those who
have died in the gospel also; for it is necessary in the ushering in of the dispensation of the
fulness of times, which dispensation is now beginning to usher in, that a whole and
complete and perfect union, and welding together of dispensations, and keys, and powers,
and glories should take place, and be revealed from the days of Adam even to the present
time. And not only this, but those things which never have been revealed from the
foundation of the world, but have been kept hid from the wise and prudent, shall be
revealed unto babes and sucklings in this, the dispensation of the fulness of times.
(Doctrine and Covenants 128:16–18)
Recently in my daily scripture reading, I ran into this interesting passage:
For if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me. Therefore, renounce war
and proclaim peace, and seek diligently to turn the hearts of the children to their fathers,
and the hearts of the fathers to the children; And again, the hearts of the Jews unto the
prophets, and the prophets unto the Jews; lest I come and smite the whole earth with a
curse, and all flesh be consumed before me. (Doctrine and Covenants 98:15–17)
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